
Midwest Transmission Dependent Utilities 
on MISO Attachment FF

Order No. 890 Transmission 
Planning Regional Technical 
Conferences—Midwest ISO 
Region, October 15, 2007

Mark S. Hegedus
Spiegel & McDiarmid LLP

1333 New Hampshire Avenue, NW
Washington, DC  20036
(202) 879-4000
mark.hegedus@spiegelmcd.com



2

Midwest TDUs on 
MISO Attachment FF

Midwest TDUs

q Transmission Dependent Utilities in MISO Footprint

q Missouri River Energy Services, Wisconsin Public 
Power Inc., Madison Gas & Electric, Midwest Municipal 
Transmission Group, Missouri Joint Municipal Electric 
Utility Commission, Citizens Electric Corp. and Corn Belt 
Energy Corp.

q MISO Transmission Customers and Transmission 
Owners

q Supporters of joint, regional and inclusive transmission 
planning and ownership
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Deficiencies Noted in Midwest 
ISO Strawman

q Midwest TDUs raised concerns about MISO 
Strawman at June 29 Pittsburgh Technical 
Conference:
§ No description of TOs’ planning processes and how 

they were Order 890 compliant.
§ Needed to better explain current planning 

processes.
§ Compliance should not be excused based on claim 

that MISO is assuming local planning.
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Midwest ISO Attachment FF Did 
Not Improve On Strawman

q Assumes local planning responsibilities for 
nearly twice as many TOs.

q Unclear which responsibilities will remain with 
TOs and which will be conducted by MISO.

q Does not demonstrate MISO will be able to 
carry out these local planning functions.

q Does not explain how costs of new planning 
functions will be recovered.
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MISO’s Assumption of Local 
Planning Seems Implausible.

q MISO is responsible for “top down” regional 
planning.   TOs are responsible for “bottom up”
local planning. 

q MISO’s assumption of local planning is 
inconsistent with TOA which states MISO will 
plan for 100kV and above and requires TOs to 
plan locally.

q So, which planning responsibilities will be left 
with local TOs and which will be conducted by 
MISO?
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Skeptical That MISO Will Address 
Local Needs.

Rolla, Missouri example:
q Rolla attempted to work with Ameren to 

get a new interconnection point.
q Ameren not cooperating so Rolla went 

to MISO.
q MISO sent Rolla back to Ameren, 

claiming MISO didn’t get involved in 
local planning.
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MISO’s Takeover Inconsistent with TO 
Positions.

§ MISO says ITC will follow MISO process for local 
planning, but …

§ ITC recently touted its local planning abilities as a 
benefit of its proposed acquisition of Alliant 
transmission.

§ ITC Pres/CEO Welch told Iowa Utilities Board that 
in Michigan:  “ITC has demonstrated its ability to 
finance, plan, and construct needed transmission 
improvements.”

§ Is ITC really proposing to give up local planning?
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MISO’s Assumption of Local 
Planning Is Not Compliance.

§ Planning functions that remain with TOs 
must comply with Order 890 planning 
principles.

§ MISO must describe how each TO’s local 
planning process satisfies Order 890 or 
have TO provide description.

§ Stakeholders must understand mechanics 
of local planning functions in order to know 
how to participate.
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If MISO Does Local Planning, 
Must Show It Is Effective.

q Will require significant resource commitments 
by MISO.

q Seems impossible that local outreach now 
performed by TOs can be conducted 
effectively from Carmel, Indiana.

q Could be a significant learning curve given that 
local planning is performed by TOs.
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MISO Must Show How It Will 
Fund Local Planning.

q Assuming all local planning functions will be 
expensive.

q Attachment FF does not acknowledge 
additional costs or address cost recovery.

q If MISO intends to recover costs as discussed 
in Order 890, it must describe how it will do so.
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Suggestions for Improvement.

Next iteration of Attachment FF should:
q Describe existing local transmission planning processes 

(or require TOs to do so).
q Delineate which tasks will be MISO’s responsibility and 

which tasks will remain with TOs.
q Discuss how TOs’ remaining local planning activities are 

Order 890 compliant.
q Include plan for recovering costs of additional planning 

functions.
q Explain how local planning will be integrated into both 

regional planning and the full MTEP process.


